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ACTS xiy.117. 


Nevertheleſs he left not himſelf without 


Witneſs : : (the following Words 


are,) in that he did good, and gave 


us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful 
_ Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food 


and Gladneſs. 


N EN, HES E Words are FR of St. Paul 
= 7 and Barnabas s Diſcourſe with the 
We Men of Lyſtra, 4 City in Lycaonla 3 


where finding an impotent Cripple, 


that had been lame from his Mother's 
Womb, and never had walked ; and perceiving, 
either by his Words, or by the diſcerning Spi- 
tit, which the Apoſtles then had, that he had 
Faith to be healed ; in the View and Audience 


of the People they ſpake unto him, ſaying, 


Ariſe, and ſtand upright on thy Feet : Upon the 


bare uttering of which Words he immediately 


roſe, leaped, and walked about. 
' = BEE At 


2 
4 A SERMON Preach d before bu 
At the Sight of this Miracle the People were 
aſtoniſhed, and cried out with one Voice, that 


the Gods were come down among them in the Like- | 
neſs of Men; calling Barnabas jupiter, and Paul | 
Mercurius, becauſe be was the chief Speaker, 
And having thus deify'd them, they were | 
jaſt ready with their Oxen and G arlands to do Sa- l 
crifice to them. Which the Apoſtles perceiving, | 
rent their Clothes, and ran in among them, ] 
crying out, Sirs! why do you theſe things? we 2 
alſo are Men of like Paſſions with your ſelves, and 1 
preach unto you, to turn from theſe Vanities unto ? 
the living God, who made Heaven and Earth, c 
and all things in it: And with theſe Sayings | 
ſcarce reſtratn'd they the People from worſhip- ; 0 
ping of them. | NM \ 
From this their Proneneſs to Idolatry, the 7 I 
Apoſtles took occaſion to diſcover to them tge 2 
true God; letting them know, that 'twas not 
any Power of theirs that wrought the Cure 
on the lame Man, and gave him that perfect 
S2undaeſs, but the Power of God, who is not. S 
far from any of us, but is nigh to all that cal! a 
upon him in Sincerity and Truth. And tho WH mn 
the Gentiles wilfully miſtook him, and ſo were © 
left to walk in the ways of their own Heart, v 
yet nevertheleſs he left not himſelf without Wit- © v 
neſs; but gave ſufficient Diſcoveries of himſelf, + 
: to lead all Mankind to the Knowledge, Belief, 
and Adoration of him. Now, = v 


Becauſe we live in an Age as much addicted = 
to Atheiſm, as theirs was to Polytheiſm, there 
being an eaſy Tranſition from the having many 
Gods to the having none at all, it will be re- 
quiſite to ſet forth the Evidence and Teſti-W 

mony that God Almighty hath left us of ba: 5 


n 


| 


the Univerſity of Oxford, 5 


ſelf, to preſerve the Worſhip and Remem- 
brance of him in the World. And here 1 
cannot but lament the ſad Occaſion, or rather 
the Neceſſity, we have of ſuch a Diſcourſe ; 
for we are fallen into Times, wherein Men 
ſeem not only to forget, but to hate the Know- 
ledge of God, and to argue him out of the 
World, who made and placed them 1n it : The 
Pſalmiſt's Fool was ſo modeſt, as only to ſay. 
in his Heart; but ours are grown ſo bold as to 
ſpeak out, and ſay with the Tongue, there is 
no God; letting their Mouths againſt Heaven, 
and their Talking againſt the moſt High. 

Our Free-thinkers are, by the Licentiouſneſs 
of the Times, become Free-ſpeakers and Free- 
writers, venting the moſt blaſphemous and athe- 
iſtical Speeches againſt Heaven, and baniſhing 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty from off the Earth: 


— Terras Aſtræa reliquit. 


So that *tis time to appear in the Cauſe of God 
and Religion, when Men live without God, and 
wit hout Chriſt, and without any Senſe or Fear 
of either in the World ; and all this not for 
want of ſufficient Evidence, but for want of 
well weighing and conſidering of it; for he 
hath not left himſelf without Witneſs. 
In ſpeaking therefore to theſe Words, it 
will be neceſſary, of 


I. To produce ſome of the Witneſſes that 
God hath left us of himſelf ; and ſnew who, and 
what they are. And, 2 

II. To conſider the matter of their Teſtimo- 


ny, or what it is that they witneſs concerning 
him. And, III. To 


6 CA SERMON Preachd before 
III. To infer the inexcuſable Folly and Dan: 


ger of withſtanding this Evidence, by not 
hearkning to, and being convinc'd by them. 


I begin with the Witneſſes that God hath. 


left us of himſelf. And here, the 
_ Firſt Witneſs I ſhall produce, ſhall be that 
of the Frame and Make of the World, or the 
Works of Creation and Providence ; both 
which give us a full and clear Teſtimony of 
him, who, like a. wiſe Artificer, hath left 
ſome indelible Marks and CharaQers of himſelf 
upon every Creature, and ſtampt his own 
Image and Superſcription upon all the Works 
of his Hands. a 
If we look upwards to the Ccœleſtial Bodies, 
the Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the 
Firmament ſheweth his handy Work. Yea, ſo loud 
and full is the Teſtimony they give of him, 
that there 1s no Speech or Language where 
their Voice is not heard : Their Sound is gone 
out into all the World, and their Words unto 
the Ends of the Earth. Thoſe glorious Lumi- 
naries of Heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
which by their conſtant Influences cheriſh and 
enlighten the Earth, mind us of that great Fa- 
ther of Lights, that placed them there, and 
guides all their Courſes ; the exquiſite Order, 
Beauty, and ſteady Revolution of thoſe Hea- 
venly Bodies, which come forth like a Bride- 
groom out of his Chamber, and rejoice as 4 Giant 
to run his Courſe, are ſo many daily and ocular 


Demonſtrations of him; directing our Medita- 


tions to that Supreme Cauſe that firſt ſet, and 
ſtill continues them in Motion. e 


If 


f / Sor 3:5 


S. ea „ „„ 


li 


#4. 


the Univerſity of Oxford. 7 
If from the Contemplation of the Heavens, 
we look down upon the Earth, and behold the 
admirable Frame, Order, and Contrivance of all 
things in it, we may eaſily ſee the Signatures, and 
trace the Footſteps of a Deity. If we look no 
farther than our ſelves, and view the curious 
Needle-work and Contexture of our Bodies, 
how they are weav'd with Sinews, and embroi- 
der'd with Veins, clothed with Skin, and fenc'd 
with Bones ; we ſhall be forced to ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, that we are curiouſly and wonderfully 
made. And if to that we add the admirable 
Faculties of the Soul, which is endowed with 
Underſtanding, Will, Memory, and Affecti- 
ons, to know and chuſe the beſt things, we 
may plainly ſee the Finger of God, and 'twill 
be hard for any conſideriag Man, not to fall 
to admiring and adoring the Divine Artificer.- 
If we go lower yet, aad conſider the Crea- 
tures ſubjected to Man's Dominion, we ſhall 
find the Birds of the Air ſinging forth the 
Praiſes of their Maker; the Fiſh of the Sea 
declaring his Wonders in the Deep; and all the 
Beaſts of the Field to be ſo many Heralds and 
Inſtruments of his Honour... 
8 Once more, If we deſcend to the very loweſt 
1 Rank of Creatures, and behold the Herbs and 
Graſs of the Field, we ſhall find Divinity almoſt 
viſibly imprinted there; Preſentemg; refert quæ- 
libet Herba Deum. Our Bleſſed Saviour wills 
us to conſider the Lillies of the Field, how they 
23 grow, tho they neither toil nor ſpin, nor con- 
tribute any thing towards that natural Gaiety 
4 | and Bravery in which they appear; yet Solomon 
in all his coftly and gorgeous Attire pas nat array d 
like one of theſe, And ſince our Heavenly 108 
e | ther 
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$ A SERMON Preach before 
ther clothes theſe in ſuch Beauty and Gaiety, 
we muſt be Men of little Faith, or rather of 
deſperate Infidelity, to doubt of or disbelieve 
him. This be urges as a good Argument to 
confirm our Faith and Truſt in a Supream 
Being, that preſides, over the World, and 
takes care of all things in it. In a word, 
which way ſoever we tura our ſelves, we are 
encompaſſed about with a whole Cloud of 


Witneſſes, who all bear their Teſtimony. of | 
him, and will not ſuffer any thinking Perſon 
— caſt off the Knowledge, Fear, and Love of 
And as the Works of Creation, ſo thoſe of 
Providence as plainly declare and f of | 


him ; for he that made all things, can alone 


preſerve and provide for them ; the ſame Di- | 
vine Hand being neceſlary to the Support of 
this noble Fabrick of the Univerſe that firſt | 


compiled it. And now, who can ſolve theſe 


Appearances, without Recourſe to an infinite 


independent Being ; or run up ſecond Cauſes, 


without arriving to a firſt Cauſe of all things, | 


upon whom they all depend ? 


Let the boldeſt Atheiſt ſhew us, if he can, | 
but one Inſtance of a Houſe that was ever | 


made without Hands: And if he cannot, how 
abſurd is it to imagine, that ſo ſtately and 


orderly a Strudure as this of the World, 
ſhou'd be the Product of Chance and Confuſion? | 


Let him produce but one Book that was ever 


compos'd by the caſual meeting together of 


Letters and Syllables, without an Author : 


And if he beat a loſs here too, as inevitably 


he muſt, how ſenſeleſs is it to think, that ſo 
fair and goodly a Volume as this of the Crea- 
Ys, | | tion, 
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tion, ſhon'd be compil'd by any but a Divine 
Hand ? So that whoſoever ſhall ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the manifold and marvellous Works of 
God, may eaſily ſee that they give abundant 
Teſtimony of him, and that he hath not left 
himſelf without good and ſufficieat Witneſſes : 
And we know that their Teſtimony is true, 
that the Builder and Maker of all things is 
God; for none beſide him cou'd ſet or keep 
them in that excellent Order, in which they 
are, | e 

 2aly, Another Witneſs I ſhall produce in 
this Caſe, ſhall be that of Conſcience, which 
for the Fullneſs and Clearneſs of its Evidence, 
hath. been reckon'd more than a thouſand Wit 
neſſes. The Gentiles had likewiſe this Teſti= 
mony and Memorial of him; for tho they had 
no written Law to dire them, yet the Apoſtle 
tells us, they were 4 Law unto themſelves, ha- 
ving the Senſe of it written on their Hearts, their 
Conſcience bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts 


accuſing or excuſing each other, Rom. ii. 14, 15. 


This is a, Witneſs within, or a Monitor ſet 
up by God himſelf in every one's Breaſt, to 
preſerve the Notice and Memory of him : For 
God Almighty well knew how. prone Men 
are to caſt off the Fear and Remembrance of 
him: He foreſaw what a Party Satan, the 
World, and the Fleſh, wou'd make againſt 


him, and how apt we are to be lull'd into a 


carnal and fatal Security : And therefore he 


appointed Conſcience, as his Deputy or Officer 


within us, to act for bim, to put us frequently 
in mind of him, and to arm us againſt the 
Aſſaults and Danger of all their Temptati- 
ons. And this it does oy inwardly moving us 

to 
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to that which is good, and ſecretly diſſuading 


us from doing evil; which: 1s the Voice of 


Conſcience ſpeaking within us, ſaying, This is 


the Way, walk in it, when we are turning either 


to the Right Hand, dr to the Leſt. This gives 


us Joy and Peace in believing, and ſmites the 


wilful Sinner with the ſerret Sting and Ter- 


rors of a guilty Mind. The Truth of this every 


one who looks into himſelf, may find and feel | 
by his own Experience. We: never; do our 


Duty, but we find a Freſhneſs and Serenity 


upon our Mind, a good: Conſcierice:chearing us 


with the Delights of a continual Feaſt: We 


never break the Pale of our Duty, hut Con- 
ſcience takes us aſide, and rates us ſoundly. by 
our ſelves. All good Men have ſuch a deep Senſe 


of a Deity, and ſuch laſting Comfort ariſing 
from it, that they wou'd not for any thing be 
without: And even thoſe profligate Wretches 
who wou'd. fain ſhake off all Awe and Dread 
of him, cannot with all their Art rid their 


Minds of the Fears and Apprehenſions of 
Now, whence ſnou'd all this proceed, but 


from a Supreme inviſible Being, that cauſes 
all theſe Motions and Impulſes within us? 
Whence comes that invincible Inclination that 
is to be found in Mankind, to believe and worſhip 
a God, but from theſe natural Impreſſions which 


himſelf hath engraven on the Heart? What 


ſhou'd beget that Chearfulneſs and Tranquil- 
lity of Mind, which evermore attends the 
Practice of Virtue and good Works, but an 
inward Senſe that theſe things are pleaſing 
to the Deity, and in doing of them we acquit 
and approve our ſelves to him? And how 
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comes Conſcience to recoil and turn upon us 
when we have done amiſs, but from ſome ſe- 
cret. Notices that theſe things are offenſive to 
our Maker, and juſtly incur his Diſpleaſure 2. 
For if there were no Supreme Being to be 
lov'd, fear'd, and obey'd by us, and to whom 
we are accountable for the negle& of them, 
there cou'd be no tolerable Account or Reaſon 
given for any of theſe Things. So that who- 
ſoevet will conſult and retire into his Breaſt; 
and liften to the Voice and Language of his 
own Boſom, will find there a Witneſs in him 
ſelf, even the Teſtimony of Conſcience, on 
which the Impreſſions of a Deity are ſo deeply 


J cngrav'd, that *tis not poſſible for the vileſt 


Atheiſt utterly to root, ont and deface them: 
Which is a farther Proof that God hath not 
left himſelf without Witneſs. - rw 
The Third and Laſt Witneſs 1 ſhall produce, 
(and ont of the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes 


ſhall every Truth be eſtabliſhed) is that of the 


Word:of God, contain'd'and deliver'd to us in 
the inſpired Writings of the Old and New 
Teſtament; which give us the moſt plain and 
clear Revelations both of his Nature and Will. 
The two former were general Witneſſes that 
ſpdke to all Mankind this is a more particu- 
lar Witneſs to the Chriſtian World, to whom 
alone it is given, and from wliom therefore 
more may be expected, according to the great - 
er Meaſures of Light and Knowledge vouch- 
ſafed* unto them. The holy Scriptures are 
that ſtanding Regiſter which God hath left us 
of himſelf,” to notify his Being, and to ſiguify 
his Mind and Pleaſure concerning us: And 


therefore our bleſſed Saviour bids us to ſearch 


the 
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the Scriptures, for they contain the Words of 
Eternal Life; and they are they that zeſtify 
both of the Father and Him, In thoſe lively O- 


racles he hath moſt plainly diſcover'd himſelf 5 


to us; and by conſulting of them, we in a 
manner hear him ſpeaking to us, and directing 
us in the Way that leads to him. He ſpake to 
our Fathers of old by the Prophets; in the lat- 
ter Days by his Son; and in theſe laſt Days 
to us by his Holy Spirit, in thoſe Sacred Wri- 


tings, wherein holy Men ſpake and wrote | 


as they. were moved and inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt. | 13 | N 

la ſhort, the Word of God added to the 
Contemplation of his Works, ſtrongly corro- 


borates the Teſtimony given of him, and our | 


natural Notices are mightily aſſiſted and ad- 
vanc'd by theſe Divine Revelations ; ſo that 
he that reads and conſiders them, will find E- 
vidence and Demonſtration enough to con- 
vince him of the Truth of what is affirm'd in 
the Text, viz, That God hath not left himſelf 
without good and ſufficient Witneſſes. And by con- 
ſulting of them we may well enough ask the 
Queſtion, What need have we of any moreWitneſs ? 
From whence I proceed to the Ss 

Second Thing propounded, which is, to 


conſider the Matter of their Teſtimony, or 


what it is that they witneſs concerning him. 
And here in general they all agree in aſſert- 
ing the Truth of his Being, and eſtabliſh- 


ing our Minds in the Belief, Fear, and Love 


of him. 


But if we more particularly weigh and ob- 


ſerve their Teſtimony, we ſhall find them de- 
claring his infinite Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
* | * all 


* 
65 


the Univerſity of Oxford, 1 2 


and. Goodneſs ; which being the principal 
Attributes and Perfections of the Godhead, 
which appear in the Government of the 
World, and ſhine forth in all the Operations 


of his Hand, will deſerve to be a little ſpoken 
to. And 


1/, The Witneſſes that God hath left us of 
himſelf, teſtify the infinite Greatneſs and Im- 


menſity of his Power; that he can do all 


things, and nothing is too hard or impoſſible 
to him; for he that made all things can have 
nothing to reſiſt his Will: The inviſible things 
of God (ſaith the Apoſtle) from the Creation of 
the World are clearly ſeen, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead, Rom. i. 20. 


Some Men are too apt in many Caſes to 
diſtruſt the Power and Providence of God, 


eſpecially if ſome ſeeming Difficulty or Dan- 
. hard or preſs upon them: From hence 
Ul 


ey are drawn to murmuring and repining; 


and, which is worſe, too often betake them- 
ſelves to ſiniſter and indirect Means to pro- 
mote their own Safety: As if God Almighty 
had not given Evidence enough to believe his 
Power, or that we wanted ſufficient Encou- 


ragement to rely upon it. The Iſraelites were 


a {ad and memorable Example of this kind, 
for their Murmoring and Diffidence ſtand 
upon Record for a faithleſs and ſtubborn Ge- 
neration; for tho they were daily fed and 
conducted by Miracles, yet were they ſtill call- 


ing in queſtion the Power that ſupported them. 


Can God prepare a Table (ſay they) in the Wil- 
derneſs ? He ſmote the ſtony Rock indeed, ſo 
that the Water guſhed out; but can he " 36 
7 Ys Brea 
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Bread alſo, and provide Fleſh for his People? Pſal. 


IxSYBE 19,20... £7 

One wou'd think that they who had Manna 
and Quails ſent them from Heaven to fatisfy 
their Hunger, and a Rock broacht in the Wil- 


derneſs to quench their Thirſt, ſhou'd have but 


little reaſon to doubt of that Divine Power 


and Providence, which had taken ſuch a par- 


ticular Care of them: Vet ſo it was then, and 


ſo it frequently happens ſtill; When any Evil 
ſeems to threaten, the Piflars of bur Faith and 
Hopes in God are ſoon ſhaken.” And töo ma- 
ny deal underhand for a falſe Security] being 
unwilling to truſt God, or commit themſelves 
; as if he had left 


unto him in well-dotng 
himſelf without any Witneſs of his Ability and 


- Readineſs to help us in the greateſt Straits: 
which is a groſs and groundlefs Diffidence of 
that Almighty Creator, who made all things 
out of nothing, and ſtill upholds them by the 
Word of his Power; and we muſt be Men of 


little Faith, to doubt or disbelieve ſuch an 
Omnipotent Being. ie eee eee ee 


24h, The Witneſſes that God hath left us of 


himſelf, teſtify his infinite Wiſdom and Know- 


ledge; that his Eyes behold, and his Eye-lids try 


the Children of Men; and noting can be hid 


from his Sight. Tis the vain Preſumption of 
ſome Sinners, that God is a Stranger to their 


Actions, that he ſees not into the ſecret Cham- 


bers, nor is privy to the hidden latrigues of 


the Cloſet and the Cell; ſaying with them in 


the Pſalms, Tiſh, how doth God know, ts there 
Knowledge in the. moſt High * Yes, be chat 
formed che Eye; ſhall not he ſee? and he that 


teaches 


teaches Man Knowledge, ſhall not he know ? 
Pſal. xciv. 9, And then it follows, The Lord 


Rnoweth the Thoughts of Man, that they are but 
vain. He that with a Word of his Mouth 


ſpake all things into Being, can as eaſily with 


a Glance of his Eye behold all thy. Doings: He 


is about thy Path, and about thy Bed, and 


ſpieth out all thy Ways, Thou knoweſt my 


down-litting: and mine up-riſing (faith the 
Pſalmiſt) and underſtandeſt my Thoughts afar 


off; yea, there is not a Word in my Tongue, 


but thou knoweſt it altogether : ' The Dark- 


neſs is not Darkneſs to him, but Darkneſs and 


Light to him are both alike ; as the Pſalmiſt 
enlarges himſelf upon God's Omniſcience, 
Pſalm cxxxix. He that made Heaven and 


Earth, filleth both with his Preſence ; and no- 
thing can be conceaPd from him, that is done 
in either. Talk then no more ſo exceeding. proud- 


ly, (faith Hannzab) neither let Arrogance come 


out f your Mouth, for the Lord is a God of Know- 


ledye, and by him Actions are weigh'd;, for ſo his 
wondrous Works declare. 1 


4h, The Witneſſes that God hath left us, 


teſtify his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs to all 
his Creatures. This is the Argument of our 
Text, He left not himſelf without Witneſs, 
in that he did good, and gave us Rain from Hea- 
ven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with 


Food and Gladneſs. He it is that commands 
the Clouds above, and opens. the Doors of 


Heaven, making the Clouds drop Fatneſs, and 


the Valleys to ſtand ſo thick with Corn as to 


laugh and ſing; thereby putting Gladneſs into 
our Hearts, and Joy into our W 
| whic 
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which are ſo many Tokens of his Love, and 
Inſtances of Divine Goodneſs. 
I bere is not a Shower of Rain that deſcends, 
but bids us look up to God as the Fountain ; 
and every Drop that watereth the Earth flows 
from the immenſe Ocean of his Bounty : We 
feel the Warmth of his Care in the Garments 
we put on, and in every Bit we eat, we taſte 
and ſee that the Lord is gracious, There is 
not a Danger that we eſcape, but minds us of 
that Divine Hand that reſcues us from it; and 
our beloved Sleep is owing to his watchful | 
Eye, that is always awake for our Security. 
In a word, the Earth is full of the Loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, for he is loving to every 
Man, and bis Mercy is over all his Works; and 
all his Works are ſo many Inſtances and De- 
monſtrations of his Mercy. The Memorial of 
his abundant Kindneſs hath been ſhewn, and 
all Men may ſpeak of his Greatneſs. RA 
Laſtly, God bath not left himſelf without 
Witneſs of his impartial Juſtice and Severity 
againſt Sin and Sinners,which is another Thing 
they teſtify of him. When God Almighty 
proclaim*d his Name to the I/raelires, to be the 
Lo RD Gop, Gracious and Merciful, Long- 
ſuffering and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 
keeping Mercy for Thouſands, forgiving Ini- 
 quity, Tranſgreſſions and Sin; he omitted not 
to let them know, that he won d by no means 
clear the Guilty, but wou d viſit the Iniquities of the 
Fathers upon the Children, to the third and faurth 
Generation, Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6, 7.there by warn- 
ing them againſt preſuming upon Mercy with- 
out obſerving the Conditions upon which it is 
| pro- 
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promiſed, and giving them to underſtand that 
he is Juſt as well as Merciful, and will not paſs 
by the Affronts that wilful Sinners put upon 
his Authority and Laws. The Lord is known 
(faith the Pſalmiſt) by the Judgments that he ex- 
ecutes, Pſal. ix. 16. And this is the way by 
which he diſcovers himſelf to obſtinate and ob- 
durate Offenders, who elſe wou'd ſay with 
them in Fob, Depart from us, we deſire not the 
knowledge of thy Ways, Such as theſe he reclaims 
by the Rod, -which hath a 'Voice as well as a 
Smart; and ſome by feeling the latter, have 
been brought ro hearken to, and amend by the 


When thy Judgments are in the Earth, 


(faith the Prophet I/aiah) the Inhabitants of the 
World will learn Righteouſneſs, Chap. xxvi. 9. 
Many that have been deaf to IaſtruQions, have 
been reduced by Afflictions, which ſpring not 
out of the Ground, but are ſent by a Divine 
Hand for Correction and Amendment. And 
they that will not be drawn by the Cords of 
Love, muſt be driven by the Scourge of Diſci- 
pline and Diſpleaſure. Accordingly all thoſe 
publick Jadgments and Calamities that betide 
any People, are ſo many Witneſſes and Monu- 
ments of Divine Juſtice, Such was that of the 
old World, who, for wallowing in their 


Wickedneſs, were ſwept away by a Deluge of 


Waters. And ſuch was that of Sodom and Go- 
morrab, who, for burning in their Luſts one to 
another, were conſumed by a Deluge of Fire, 
And both are ſet forth for Examples to warn 
us againſt ſuch vile and vicious Courſes, God 


is faid to raiſe up Pharaoh, to make his Power 


known, and to get Honour upon him by hum- 
bling his Pride, and overthrowing all his _ 5 
| Wan 
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which made bim ſee and ackgowledge the Ein- 
ger of God in all his Judgments that befel him. 

The time wou'd fail me to tell of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Herod, and other Monuments ef Di- 
vine Juſtice, who have been forc'd hy the Rod 
to confeſs the fame, and made to dread him 
whom they before de fie. 
And now if we ſum up the Evidence, and 
conſider the Number and Nature: of the Wit- 
neſſes, together with the Matter and Subſtance 
of their Teſtimony, ; we ſhall fiud that God 
hath not left bimſelf without full Proof and 
Demanſtration, not only of his Being, but of 
his iufinite Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 


_ neſs; by which he 8 the World, and or- 


ders all things in it. 
: Third and Laſt Thing propounded and in- 
fer'd from the former, viz, the inexcuſable 
Folly and Danger of Atheiſm; for if God hath 
not left himſelf Without Witneſs, he hath cer- 
tainly left the Atheiſt without Excuſe ; for 
what can he in this Caſe ſay for himſelf? Will 
he plead Ignorance, ot want of ſufficient Means 
of knowing him? Alas! this wou'd nat ſerve 
the turn of the Gentiles, who had only the 


om whence 1 proceed 


* 


dim Light of Nature to lead them to him; 


and yet they are ſaid to be without Excuſe, 


becauſe when they bad the Knowledge of God 


from the Works of the Creation, yet they wor- 
ſhipped him not #s God, but becama vain in their 
Imaginationt, Rom. i. 20, 21. How much leſs 
will tbis ſerve the turn of Chriſtians, who, 
beſide the help of natural Light, are aſſiſted by 
the clearer Light of Scripture, and by his own 
Word directed to him. Nothing ſure can 
2 7 72 ; 535 | 5 n 14 5 | juſtify 


Fin- juſtify or apologize for their Neglect or Con- 

bim. tempt of him. For Light is now come into 

Had- the World, and which way ſoever we look, 

; Ol. the glor ious Majeſty of God ſhines round about 

Rod us; our Fault and Condemaation muſt be Mens 

bim loving Darkneſs rather than Light, berauſe their 

tf) Deed; are evil, *Tis the badneſs of Menus Lives 

nd That thus blinds their Minds; and they maſt 

Wit- wilfally ſhut their Eyes, that pretend not to 

tance Fee and know him. Lea, it muſt be a Matter | 
God of no ſmall Difficulty for any to caſt off the | 
and "Awe and Senſe of a Deity, for he muſt ſtrive | 
ut of agaiaſt the Beat of his own Inclinations, and | 
3009- ſtruggle with many and:ſtrong Convictions 
10 OF- BN wsd be at great Pains to ſtifle and lente | 
oceed the Voice of Confcience,/ and to extinguiſh ithe 4 
1% natural Light ſet up in his own Breaſt, before þ 
nd in- he can come to any degree of Atheifſns | 
uſable F And for Men to uſe ſo much Art and Induſ- 0 
1 hath try to turn Atheiſt, is ſo far from admitting 
h cer- any Excuſe, that tis the (higheſt Aggravation | 
er born of heir Colit and their Condemnation; 6 
Wil for it beſpeaks an Enmity to, and Hatzed of the j 
Means] Divine Majeſty, that they cannot bear the ; 
ere] Thoughts of him, and ſo at once both deny 
ly the and defy him; which is an Indignity that will | 
him; ſurely be repaid with the greateſt Indigna- 
xcuſe, A e eee ö 
God Indeed were it but a doubtful matter, or a g 
V wor- thing only probable, that there is ſuch an Al- | 
in their mighty Being that made and governs the f 
ch less World, and will account with us for all we ö 
Who, have done or receiv'd in it, common Prudence þ 
[ted byy - will teach us to put as few Afﬀronts upon him ö 
is omu as poſſible, for fear it ſhould prove true. But | 
re Pers if it be a certain undoubted Truth, as-infal- ; 
jJanuſyh _ ; 
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libly it is, being confirm'd by the Teſtimony 
of God and Men, it muſt be the height of Folly 
and Madneſs to deny or disbelieve him, 
Upon the whole then, give me leave to in- 
fer a Leſſon or two from what hath been ſaid, 
by way of Application. And, | 
Firſt, If God hath not left himſelf without 
Witneſs, let us not leave him without the 
Worſhip due anto his Name; but from the Diſ- 
coveries he hath made of himſelf to us, let us 
always magnify and ſpeak of his Honour. 
There is a peculiar eminent Honour or Ho- 
mage to be paid to Almighty God, as the So- 
vereign Maker and Preſerver of the World a- 
bove all others: And that is what we call Di- 
vine or Religious Worſhip, ( conſiſting in 
Praying for what we want, and praiſing him 
for all that we receive;) which we may not 
withold from him, or give to any other; ſo 
our Saviour's Precept is, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 
Mat. iv. Hence we are all call'd upon ſo to do, 
O come let us worſhip and fall down, and kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker, faith the devout 
Pſalmiſt; where he makes mention of thoſe 
Divine Honours and Adorations that belong 
only to the Supreme Being, and may not be 
given to any beſide him, which is the Senſe of 
The firſt Command ment, Thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods before, or beſide me, So that to pray to 
Saints or Angels, or to give religious Worſhip | 
to any Creature, is to rob God of his Honour, 
and invade his Prerogative; which, conſi- 
dericg how jealous and tender he is of his 
Honour, cannot but provoke him to Wrath, 
and to execute Vengeance, upon all ſuch my 


fore, 


do evil. 


_ always abounding in the Wor 
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fol Haters and Deſpiſers of him. And there- 
3 2dly, Since God hath given us ſuch ample | 
Teſtimony of his Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
Goodneſs; let us give him the Glory of theſe 
and all his Attributes, that they may ſo affect 
our Hearts, as to have their due Effect and In- 


fluence upon our Lives and Converſation. 


Let the Senſe of his Power and Juſtice beg et 
ſuch an Awe and Dread of him, as may make 


us afraid to offend him. Tis the Character of 


a bad Man, to have no Fear of God before his 
Eyes; whereas the good Man keeps up a conti- 
nual Awe of him, left he ſhould be moved to 


Again, let the Conſideration of his infinite 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs engage us to place our 
Love, Truſt, and Confidence in him, having 
ſo great Reaſon and Encouragement ſo to do. 


They that know thy Name (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) 
will put their Truſt in thee ; for thou, Lord, baſt 
never failed thoſe that ſeek thee, Pſalm ix. 10, 
The Experience of former Mercies and Delive- 


rance, is a ſtrong Inducement farther to truſt 


and confide in him; and he deſerves to feel 
the bad Effects of his own Folly, who can diſ- 
truſt and deſert a try'd Friend. Let no Fa- 
vours then, or Frowns of the World, draw us 
from the Love of God, or weaken our Depen- 
dance upon him: But be Fe immove able, 
of the Lord; foraſ- 
much as we know our Labour is not in vain in the 
Lord, 1 Cor. xv. ult. | 
To draw then to a Concluſion : Seeing God 
hath left us ſo many Witneſſes: and Remem- 
brancers of him, let us take heed that we do 
> 2 5 Not 
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nok forget him. We ſee the Almighty hath « 
mind to be known and remember'd by ns, and 
to that end hath taken the moſt effectual Courſe 
to preſerve his Memory. He hath ſet befote 
our Eyes the Tpacioos and viſible Fabrick of the 


World, wherein, as in a Mirror, we may be- 


Hold and contemplate his Divine Perfections. 
He hath plac'd a Conſcience within us as a Spy 
upon our Actions, and a Monitor to whiſper us 
In the Ear, when we are turning from him ei- 
ther to the Right Hand or to the Left. He 
hath put into our Hands the Holy Scriptures, 
that Sacred Book of Remembrance, wherein 
the unſearchable Riches of his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs are laid open and diſplay'd before us. 


'And is it not ſtrange, that after all this he 


Thou'd be To eafily forgotten? What cou'd be 
done more to oblige us to remember our great 
Creator and gracious Benefactor, who is daily 
ending us ſome Tokens of his Love, and hour- 
Iy preſenting us with ſome freſh'Inſtances and 
Experiences of his Bounty? 85 

without leaving any manner of Impreſſion up- 
on us? Do we thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
People, and unwiſe? May not this juſtly pro- 
voke and incenſe. his Wrath, and turn the 
Flames of Love into thoſe of Fury and Indig- 


And hall all this paſs away unregarded, 


nation ? Twas the Apgravation of the 7ſra- 


"elites Sin, that they provoked. the Lord by 
the Sea, even at the Red Sea, where he had gi- 
ven them ſuch ſignal Tokens and Monuments 
of Mercy, as one would think ſhould never be 
forgotten. And if after ſo many Notices and 
Diſcoveries as God hath made to us of himſelf, 
we g on to dlſown and forget him, what can 

| we 
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we expect but that he ſhould for ever forget t 
us, and leave us to be undone by our own Ar- 
rogance and Folly? e | 
Io prevent which, let us ſummon and a- 
waken all our Faculties, and ſtir up our Minds 
by way of Remembrance, provoking one an- 
other io Love and good Works. Let us daily 
meditate upon the manifold Works of God, 
both ordinary and miraculous, which, if duly 
and ſeriouſly conſider'd, will not ſuffer us to 

„„ . 
Let us liſten to the Voice of Conſcience 
ſpeaking within us, and that will continually 
put us in mind of him, by accuſing or excuſing 
us according as we obſerve or neglect our Duty 
iM. 
Let us ſtudy and ſearch the Holy Scriptures 
which teſtify of him, and diligently read the 
| Book of God, wherein he hath plainly reveal'd 
both his Nature and Will. In a word, 
Let us hearken to thoſe Witneſſes that God 
hath left us to ſpeak in his behalf, and faith- 
fully adhere to the Teſtimony they bear of him: 
So ſhall they become the Witneſſes of our Iate- 
grity; and by adding thereto the Teſtimony of 
a good Conſcience, we ſhall not only be abſoly'd 
at the laſt Day, but crown'd with endleſs 
Glory and Felicity : Which God grant for the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Oc. 
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